History of the Imperial Palace
seen through its Plaques

Deoksugung Palace was originally named Gyeongungung.
The palace was a temporary palace used by King Seonjo for
a short stay during the Japanese invasion of 1592. It served
as the imperial palace of the Korean Empire for a turbu-
lent period of ten years from 1897 to 1907. The palace was
renamed as Deoksugung in 1907, and served as the living
abode of ex-Emperor Gojong who was forced by Japan to ab-
dicate his throne. After Gojong died in 1919, the palace be-
came dismantled and its grounds were largely reduced. The
palace was converted to serve as an urban park with most of
its buildings being relocated or demolished.

Gyeongungung was the setting of painstaking efforts and un-
fortunate failures to establish a modern and independent Ko-
rean Empire in the midst of various imperialist forces at play.
Plaques from many small and large gates and buildings re-
main as legacy from this time, that once stood and vanished
within Gyeongungung Palace. The plaques are witnesses of

the tumultuous times that Gyeongungung Palace weathered

through, together with the modern history of Korea.
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Plaques of Gyeongungung,

Palace of the Korean Empire
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Plaque of Inhwamun Gate
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Plaque of Daeanmun Gate
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Plaque of Podeokmun Gate
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Plaque of Junghwajeon Hall

Z1217] 1898~1902d
L [ 149.5%46.0cm

1898 AFH 1902 37H4] x4 o] Fhd hfnolehs WA Adow A

2 ) 2% Aot} SxuipEa-S 1623 Q127 S99 AT o ko w,

1897 109 1159 A 9] Aloll= Bl= ki ol gk BT 1898 294 H F
Sl oz WAoo uiF ek 19024 52 AEE 30| X|oj7l Fof| thA|
Sxdo] Itk 1904'd thshA] wf A=Akt 22 8 A= AT FehidnrE g
Z0 7 A9AA] G HhE AL Eohs A0, of 58 i ol A e olrt,

T A%

FU BB RRAR

Plaque of Guseongheon Hall
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Plaque of Yeongbokdang Hall
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Plaque of Uihyojeon Hall
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Plaque of Yeongwangseosil Building
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Plaque of Guyeodang Hall
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Plaque of the Royal
Accounting Office
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