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An Appeal to the Christian World

We, the uwudersigned pastors and elders, representing the half-million
Christians in. Korea, who are being persecuted by the cruel Japanese
‘Government, hereby appeal to. our fellow Christians of all lands.

Korea existed as an independent nation for more than four thousand years,
with a distinct language, culture and civilization, until the year 1910, when
she was annexed to. Japan at the point of the sword, contrary to the will
and desire of the Korean people. Ever since the annexation, we, the
Christians of Korea, have been the principal suflerers. As Is already known
to the world, the work of the Christian Church in Korea was progressing
with a remarkable degree of success, but since the annexation, the work of
the Church has been Interfered with in every possible manner by the
Japanese, and the Christians have been subjected to constant persecutions.
The notorious “Conspiracy Case” of 1912 1s an outstanding example of the
legalized persecution of the Church. The Christian leaders have been

tortured, imprisoned and murdered. Bible & and other Christian literature
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have been burned and destroyed, and our children in the Mission Schools
have been subjected to insults and mockery by the invaders.

In order to check the advance of Christianity, the Japanese authorities have
given encouragement to the activities of various heathen cults in Korea,
and have even Introduced a spurious Christian organization that does not
believe or practice true Christians principles. While they encourage the
building of temples for Buddhists and Shintoists,, they are burning down
Christian Churches whenever and wherever they can.

In spite of all these persecutions, the Korean Christians energetically
continued tcr build up “The Kingdom of God” in Korea. They trained
workers, built churches, and sent missionaries to China, Japan, Siberia and
neighboring countries. The stronger the Church grows the fiercer the
opposition on the part of Japan.

The Japanese Government has been telling the world that the Koreans are
satisfied and prospering under the Japanese rule and cleverly and
cunningly hid the truth of Korean martyrdom from the outside world.
During all these years of bondage they have never lost their ardent love
for their country and their faith in Christ.

During the four years of the World War the Koreans heard with joy the
echo of the guns of the Allied Powers, which they believed were for the
rights and Iliberty of all nations. They passionately believe in the great
principle of self-determination as advocated by President Wilson.
Therefore, when the great war ended, with victory Ior the democratic
nations, we believed that the time had come when the Koreans would
receive their share of justice from the hands of the victorious Christian
nations.

On March 1Ist, 1919 our entire nation declared its independence from the
Japanese rule. It was the united voice of 20,000,000 people. They did no
violence to the Japanese, nor did they break any laws. We purposely held
ourselves free from the charge of using physical force. We simply
organized a pacific demonstration, shouting “Mansei” for the independence
of Korea. For this reason the Japanese have massacred and tortured our
people in a most ruthless, manner. From the Governor—General down to
the lowest officials, the Japanese have determined to crush out this

independence movement by force of arms. They have brought two more
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divisions and six battalions of troops, and four hundred gendarmes into
Korea, in addition to the former garrison of four divisions, in order to
subdue the unarmed Koreans. The Japanese soldiers are committing all
sorts of barbarous acts which have been partly reported to the Mission
Boards and to the State Department in Washington.

We, the Christians, are the principal victims. The barbarous soldiers are
plundering the Christians’ homes, beating old women and insulting young
girls of tender years. They have dragged the girls from the Mission
Schools through the streets, after stripping them of their clothing before the
crowd. Many of the churches have been burned and most of the Mission
Schools have been closed In some places, the Bibles have been taken from
the Christian homes and burned Most of the leading pastors and elders
have been either imprisoned or killed.

God knows all this and the foreign Missionaries are eye-witnesses. The
Korean Church i1s passing through the most critical period of its history.

We sincerely need your prayers and your support. Will you help us 7
Yours in Christ,

Son Chung Do, Kim Byung Cho,
Ahn Syung Won, Chang Dug No,
Lee Won Ik, Kim Syung Man,
Cho Sang Sup, Pai Byung Seh,
Cho Bo Kyun, Chang Poong,

Kim Se Hyuk, Pastors and Elders.

May Ist, 1919
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